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the bonfire. As this blazes tip the priest reads the early
Christmas service.
Curious ancient Syrian practices are sometimes also con-
nected with the blessing of the holy water at the Feast of
the Baptism of Christ, January 3. After the service the
water is distributed among the people, to be taken homo in
small bottles; but one bottle is kept on the altar, to be min-
gled with the water that is to be consecrated the next year.
In churches where this practice has been long handed down,
tllis holy water is said to be as old as the buildings them-
selves. In some cases, instead of a general distribution,
the water is sold to the highest bidder, the proceeds going
to the church. Another analogy with the Protest ant church
fairs of the United States sometimes appears at this service.
The priest makes an auction of the Bible, the large cross,
the ikons, etc., which belong to the church. To carry these
in the procession after the holy water is an honor worth
paying for, and this honor falls to the lot of the highest
bidders for these articles, which, when all is over, are re-
stored to their places in the sanctuary or on the ikonostasis,
as the case may be. In the Maronite celebration of this
feast the priest takes a coal from the mi.ser and immerses
it thrice in the bowl of holy water, which is Inter distributed
among the people. Similar distribution is made among
the worshippers of the (/reek Church, who are supposed, on
each of the seven following days, to drink a little of the
water which they have carried home. On the4 eve of this
Feast, at the Harbor or Mfna of Tripoli, the (!reeks light
bonfires in their court-yards, and at midnight go down to the
shore, the sick with the well, there to seek the blessing of
a bath in the sea. After this night ablution they proceed
to the church for early mass. Up to the sixteenth century,
pilgrims used to seek baptism in the Jordan at this feast,
but the ceremony was then changed to Easter week, where
it is still regarded as constituting the proper termination
of the pilgrimage.
In the Maronite churches, at the Feast of the Presenta-
tion of Christ to the Temple, sometimes called the Purifica-
tion, there is placed on the lectern a tray of candles which

